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START EXPLORING 
THE PAST

exper ence

Discover America’s past in 

Jackson, MichiganDISCOVER THE
19TH CENTURY
The 1800s are a fascinating part of our nation’s 
history that is still celebrated and relived by 
many. From Victorian era fashions, to pioneer 
farms, and one-room school houses, there is 
always something new to see and learn from 
this captivating period, and Jackson is the ideal 
location to explore it. 

Climb the stairs of an authentic 1850’s farm 
house to see the view of the expansive grounds 
before heading out to a one-room school house. 
Become immersed in the Victorian Era at one 
of many homes that are stunning examples of 
this elegant time. Furnished with everything you 
need, from tapestries to kitchen utensils, you’ll feel 
like you stepped back in time. Stroll through Ella 
Sharp Museum’s historic Hillside Farm Lane for an 
inside look at a village during the Civil War Era.     

Explore centennial farms and
elegant homes. 

The beauty of this era has been perfectly 
preserved in Jackson’s museums and 
around the area. 

The 1800s awaits you at 
ExperienceJackson.com/Museums

RAILS TO ROADS
From horse and buggy to the automobile, Jackson 
has had an impactful role on the progression of 
transportation. Starting with the wagon wheel, 
inmates at Michigan’s first state prison supplied 
cheap manpower for the labor-intensive hub and 

spoke wheel. As technology advanced, 
Jackson became home to more 

than 25 car manufacturers. The 
original Motor City, Jackson was 
manufacturing cars far before 
Detroit got its name. In fact, 
some of the first Buicks were 
made right here!

If trains are more your fancy, you 
can discover a nearly forgotten 

mode of transportation – the electric 
interurban railway! Although it was short 

lived, it played a major role in the developing society 
of the early 20th century by connecting rural areas to 
major cities for the first time. 

Step inside the oldest continually operating 
passenger rail station in the country. 

Explore the evolution of transportation from 
the horse and buggy to the automobile. 

Discover your trip through transportation’s 
past at ExperienceJackson.com/Museums
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UNIMAGINABLE
PRISON HISTORY

From riot to reform, crime to corruption, 
Jackson has been at the forefront of 

Michigan’s prison scene since 1839 
when it became home to Michigan’s 
first state prison. Experience the 
nearly 200-year-old prison for 
yourself when you hear haunting 
stories from its past of some of 

the most notorious criminals. Once 
you’re behind the 25-foot walls 

there’s no telling what you might see, 
including a trip to solitary confinement. 

Go behind the guard towers to relive the most 
infamous escapes, see what the inside of a tiny cell is 
like, and really know what life is like for some of the 
most hardened criminals. 

Home to the world’s largest walled
prison, twice!

Tour a museum on active prison grounds.

Visit the spot of the infamous helicopter 
escape of 1975. 

Start your sentence at 
ExperienceJackson.com/PrisonHistory

CIVIL WAR ERA
To truly experience Civil War history, you must start in 
Jackson. See first-hand the role we played in the 
anti-slavery movement of the 1850’s, leading 
up to four years of American Civil War. 
From corner to corner, you can find 
reminders of the lasting impact 
Jackson made on our nation’s history 
during this transformative time.

Relive the action-packed battles at 
Jackson’s Annual Civil War Muster! 
The two-day muster includes more 
than 1,500 reenactors, the original 
village of Jacksonburgh, artillery “night 
fire,” and live period music. 

Jackson mustered the first volunteer 
regiment in the state of Michigan.

The hometown of General William H. 
Withington – a Medal of Honor recipient due to 
his bravery during the Battle of Bull Run.

Discover the personal stories of Civil War 
soldiers, see uniforms once worn on the 
battlefield, monuments dedicated to Jackson’s 
decorated military veterans, and so much more.

The next battle begins at 
ExperienceJackson.com/CivilWar

BIRTHPLACE OF THE 
REPUBLICAN PARTY 
Visit one of the most significant places in American 
Political History right here in Jackson! A gathering 
on the outskirts of town in 1854 marked the 
first Republican convention and the birth of the 
Republican Party. This gathering forged a new 
political party that stood strong against slavery and 
fought for equality for all. You too can be moved by 
their incredible bravery when you visit Jackson. 

Stand in the exact same spot where the 
Republican Party was formed nearly 200
years ago. 

Several presidents have even come to pay 
honor to its history.

Feel the significance at
ExperienceJackson.com/RepublicanParty

UNDERGROUND 
RAILROAD

Discover the hidden path through Jackson, while 
you uncover a remarkable piece of the 

Underground Railroad. In the early to mid-
1800s, brave conductors traveled this 

secret path to free the enslaved. 

Make the remarkable journey 
around the county to see preserved 
churches, homes, and even the 
oldest continually operating 

passenger train station in the United 
States that have kept the secret of this 

amazing path for nearly 200 years. 

One of the final stops for many slaves
before making their way across the
Canadian border. 

Jackson had its own anti-slavery newspaper 
called the American Citizen which raised 
awareness for the abolitionist movement in 
the 1850s.

Your Underground Railroad path starts at 
ExperienceJackson.com/History

A HISTORIC ADVENTURE 
THAT CAN ONLY BE FOUND IN 

JACKSON BEGINS AT 
ExperienceJackson.com/History
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